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at Penukonda made some enquiry but it did
not lead to anything. The chief of the palace
guard who knew that they had followed a servant
of the palace, did not remember his name. Even
if the name had been known they might not
have been able to think of the particular field in
which the underground room was located or reach
the room, In a few days, however, everyone
knew that the elder queen and her daughter-in-
law had gone to an underground room in a field
for shelter. A troop arrived from Chandragiri to
render assistance to the defenders at Penukonda
and all were fully engaged in seeing the last of
the enemy. This took some fifteen days* By
this time all trace was lost of the movements of
the ladies. What could have happened, said all,
to the old lady and her young daughter-in-law ?

The underground room which gave shelter to
Lakshumamba and Yashoda Devi on that fateful
night became their grave. They had intended to
stay there the next day and return in the night:
the assistant steward would bring them back as
soon as it was dark. The room was several feet
below a small stone structure on the steward's
field. To those looking from outside, the structure
would appear like any common stone shelter.
Lakshumamba's idea was that, as soon as it
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